This study aimed at investigating Al Balqa' Applied University Students attitude towards Jordanian woman's political participation in parliamentary elections. Researchers used a questionnaire in order to obtain needed data for the study. The sample of the study consisted of (1327) male and female students (589 male) and (738 female) students.
Definition of Political Participation
Philip Pro (1998) Defined it, as the collective sum of the activities carried out by the citizens and shall give them an impact on the functioning of the political system, but it must be the citizens who are performers for these activities.
Rush (1992) defines it as the political participation which is the individual's involvement in different levels of activities in the political system. Naqshband (2001) defines, the political participation, as it includes the legal activities by the citizens, which aims to influence the selection of people in the government or the procedures and actions taken by the government (Naqshbandi, 2001) .
Factors Influencing the Political Participation
1) Social Factors: as sex, place of residence, and age.
2) Economic factors: the level of income.
3) Cultural factors: the level of education, and caste loyalty. 4) Political culture and political socialization, and these are of the most important factors that affect political participation, as defined by (Powell & Almond) , as "consisting of beliefs, values and skills present in the entire community, as well as the tendencies of the formation, which can be found in separate parts of the ethnic groups. The importance of the political culture lies in contributing to the formation of people's convictions to engage in political activities and the perception that can be carried by an individual for his role in society and his view of the role of others in the community. (Al- Saleh, 1997) .
(Powell & Almond), defines political culture as "consisting of beliefs, values and skills present in the entire community, as well as private and formation tendencies that can be found in separate parts of ethnicity group. The importance of political culture is that it contributes to the formation of people's convictions about the political activities and visualization that can be carried by an individual's role in society and his view of the role of others in the community. Lipest, (1973) puts a list of factors that influencing the political participation through a study of voting in legislative elections process in the United States of America as following: As for the forms of political culture Almond and Vera(,1965) defined it in three forms: 1) Limited Political Culture: This form is often prevail in tribal societies, where the leader of the tribe is Mr. obeyed, and there is no role for the others in the political participation.
2) Dependency Culture: The lack of participation by the citizen in the political decision-making process, and often this pattern prevailed in rural areas.
3) Culture participation: Here individuals involved in the decision-making process (Al- Saleh,1997) .
Previous Studies
1) Al-Anzi Study (2008) entitled the political participation of Jordanian woman in the political action from1952-2006 aimed to analyze the reality of the political participation of Jordanian woman in political action.
The study sample included (150) women in the Amman (Jordan's capital) and the results were as follows:
Stressing the importance of woman's political participation and her role in the political development process, thereby helping to achieve woman's targets in the national agenda set by the document we are all Jordan, also showed that woman's political participation in a combination of factors and variables that are related to civil society and the extent of this community to the process of political participation and political maturity enjoyed by the community in order to be eligible for the process of political participation, and showed that there is equality of rights between man and woman by (60.8%), it also showed that (44.2) of the sample have shown that the media is not exposed to image positive political participation of Jordanian woman, and that the most common reasons that lead to the selection of the man as a candidate in the parliamentary elections is that the man's personality is stronger than a woman's personality.
2) Al-Dogmi Study (2007) entitled the quota system and its impact on Jordanian woman's political participation from [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] . This study aimed to identify the system of female quota applicable in the House of Representatives in 2003 and its impact on the political participation of Jordanian woman, and the results confirmed the impact of the quota system on Jordanian woman's political participation.
3) Al-Aqili Study (2005) political development in Jordan to examine the role of woman's political participation in Jordan, aimed to recognize the efforts being made at the international level and in Jordan to ensure the role of a woman in political life and to identify obstacles in woman's political participation, and the results indicated that in order to increase the empowerment of a woman by exercising her activities in the public sphere should enrich political development method, and activating the role of a woman and her activities, and that the government should enrich the Jordanian political development. (2003) entitled the political participation of Jordanian woman in the parliamentary elections in the period between (1989 -2001) aimed to identify the forms of political participation of Jordanian woman and the goal of her participation in the parliamentary elections as voters and candidates, and the results were that the majority women leaders see that the experience of a woman in the elections is good and the researcher concluded that the majority of women leaders believe that the one-vote system prevents the election of a woman, and showed a range of factors limiting woman's access to parliament, notably tribal, and society's perception of woman's role and the lack of sufficient political experience, and lack of woman's interest in political matters, and that the most prominent solutions to promote political participation as voters and candidates, lies in supporting woman by woman and support of a woman by man and the integrity of the electoral process. (2003) entitled the political participation of Yemeni woman in political parties. The study aimed at identifying the Yemeni woman's participation in political life and the factors that it was actuated and to identify the impact of the political climate and the democratic and social and economic factors on woman's participation, the results showed that the Yemeni woman became more active in political life and parties, influenced by her desire to strengthen her self-confidence and her role in society, aided by the democratic climate and improve social and economic conditions and pluralism partisan, this was due to develop social, scientific, customs and traditions and community and family perception have a great role in her participation or reduce it. (2003) entitled the political participation of Jordanian woman during the nineties, aimed at identifying the difficulties and the factors influencing political participation in the nineties containing the most important stages of the electoral going on through Jordan. The researcher found that there are many factors that hamper and prevents woman's access to parliament, notably the Jordanian community culture factor, which is concentrated in the male patriarchal, tribal and cultural heritage that defines gender roles. The factors affecting the level of political participation of a woman affected in different forms and contribute these factors in shaping the size of political participation by citizens. This study aimed to address the relationship that affected the situation of Arab woman and her political participation in general and the factors influencing the development of Jordanian woman in particular, the researcher used the questionnaire and interview, and the results indicated that the higher the literacy rate for a woman increased her political participation, it also showed that there is no relationship between political participation and the status of work for a woman, It showed that whenever there is a help to a woman's care for her children, provided her with a greater opportunity for political participation. 8) Tall and Hammad Study(2000) entitled "Jordanian woman's participation in political action decision-making positions," aimed to identify the Jordanian woman's participation in parliamentary life and traditional authority, the results indicated the presence of weak participation of a woman in political action in state institutions and civil society institutions, and the lack of trends and activities satisfactorily between the ability of a woman in the areas of public action and control of a patriarchal society, and lack of recognition of the productive role of a woman. 9) Al-Sha'ri Study (2000), entitled trends events of the Faculty of Education at the University of Sanaa toward Yemeni woman's participation in political action. The study confirmed that if a woman has the opportunity for political participation she would be a successful politician, and the study reached that the Yemeni woman's political role is still weak, and also found that there are five variables play a role in influencing the role of Yemeni woman in politics and they are : religious variable, the social variable, political variable, economic variable, psychological variable, and political action requires action collectively and individually work to eliminate the negative effects and social customs and traditions that contrary to heavenly legislation and the constitution, and that woman's participation in politics is negative. (2000) entitled the Jordanian woman's participation in political and public life. The study showed the following results:
4) Ashour Study

5) Rajeh Study
6) Tahboub Study
10) Tiltns Study
10.1 Regarding the voting it shows the following:
10.1.1 The proportion of older Jordanian who voted in the elections is more in percentage than younger. As shown by the results that there is no significant role to the level of income in the decision of people's attitudes about woman's participation in political life. (1997) en titled woman's participation in the 1997 parliamentary elections as voter and candidate, aimed to find out the most important reasons for granting vote for candidates in the parliamentary elections as well as to know the most important obstacles to woman's access to parliament and the study sample included (1432) individuals who participated in the 1997 parliamentary elections constituencies that were within the nominated woman and at least one, the sample was selected randomly, and the results indicated the following: 11.3.4 lack of the ability of the candidate to lead the campaign financially and morally by 7.10%.
11) Middle East Marketing and Research Consultants Foundation Study
Government manipulation of election results by 7%.
With regard to woman's ability to address public issues showed 35.8%, and that the woman member of parliament have the same ability of the man (MP) 7.8%.
The woman (MP) is more able than man (MP) in the treatment of public issues, while they view 50.9% that a woman (MP) less capable than man (MP) to address these issues.
12) Al-Salhi Study (1994) entitled "social obstacles to the participation of Jordanian woman in the field of political action" aimed to explore the social constraints of Jordanian woman's participation in political action, the researchers used a questionnaire to collect information, and reached to the conclusion that the existence of social constraints related to the outlook of the society to a woman as political leader, and that the man does not accept the political role of a woman and to be responsible for him.
13) Daghestani and Shteiwi study (1994) entitled Jordanian woman and political participation, the problem of the low political participation of a woman in Jordan through a field study, and the sample included (2050) quested, and the results indicated the following:
13.1 The Jordanian men and women still look to the role of a woman within the traditional gender expectations, as majority believes that the capacity of a woman in general is less than the capacity of man and particularly in political action.
13.2 woman can become a successful politician if given the opportunity and received the required support.
13.3 must be allocated a number of parliamentary seats for a woman.
13.4 large proportion of the respondents did not oppose the participation of a woman in political life.
13.5 There are constraints limit the capacity of woman's political participation, the most important among them is man's and society's opposition to the participation of a woman and not to encourage woman by woman, and the lack of motivation of the woman herself. Also the insufficient attention by the government, the parliament, and the parties to the integration of woman in political life.
13.6 There is a positive relationship between income and employment status, educational level and between the participation in political action.
14)
Al-Azam Study (1991) on trends in selected sample of Jordanian society toward political participation to identify the view of the Jordanian society toward political participation and its relationship with some variables, as the researcher came to the conclusion that the interest in political participation was not a political value to the sample as it was to improve the economic and social situation through the provision of public services, and the researcher refer that to the nature of Jordanian society and its customs and upbringing social terms makes it imperative for individuals dependency on family and respect for parental authority, and for age, the older age the less political participation, and the greater the size of the family less political participation. As for education, more education, increased their political participation, but for the place of residence, those who live in big cities have more political participation than others, but sex is not to have much impact.
Foreign Studies
1) Akande Study (2007) entitled assessment of Middle Eastern politics for women in Parliament, woman has started all over the world access to the posts reserved for men, the results of the study indicated that the political participation can not be achieved without re-evaluate and change the recommendations, a review of the education system, the establishment of quota systems, and the institutionalization of regional imbalance.
2) Jarviz and others (s,2005) study was conducted by the Independence Office Research at the University of Texas at Austin, an exploratory study aimed to find out the intersection between education and employment and political participation, a sample of (1000) young people aged between (19-23) years, the study examined the political participation of young people from the three categories, students, working students, and non-students workers, and the results showed that working students have the highest level of political action and political skills, and political participation as compared to students only and workers, the study also found that students participating politically grew up in homes where there is political debate associated with participation on the basis of sex, and reached that woman's political participation is multidimensional.
3) Ross Study (1986) researcher carried out a survey of ninety societies to understand the social mechanism and the study find out that the effective political participation is more common in communities with a high degree of conflict and internal violence, and women participate effectively when prevail in society warm and approachable style, there are some social, economic, and cultural, variables and these play a role in exclusion of women directly or indirectly from all forms of participation in many societies.
4) Rojer and others study (1975) from Aiwa University conducted a study that the political parties play a significant impact in influencing the proportion of citizens' political participation, the researchers chosen sample of (290) citizen to determine the degree of citizen involvement of political personnel and the impact of social and economic sides of the effectiveness of the individuals political behavior, the analyzing of their answers has been shown that the strength of political party influence on their political participation is greater than the impact of social and economic factors.
5) Olsen Study (1977) on social participation and elections, in Indiana
On a sample of (750) individuals to determine the cause of the low percentage of participants in the elections in the United States, both presidential election or the election of members of the United States Congress and It shows that there is a statistically significant relationship between a set of demographic variables, such as race, age, religion, ethnicity and the percentage of participants in the elections, males more involved than females and blacks more involved than whites, and middle-older more participants than youth.
6) Jaros Study (1973) aimed to identify the differences between the sexes in political activity and political orientation, and believes that this is due to the early stages in the first years of life, males know the political information better than females and are more willing to change the political attitudes and there are differences between the sexes in political activity, according to the degree of woman's education and culture, have found significant differences between the sexes in particular in decisions related to the war and the use of force, and as a result of a tendency to issue more among females than males.
7)
Poot Study (1972) for gender differences in political participation, found that the result has been strengthened on a global basis is that males are more active have more control, more aggressive less responsible and less expressive than females, researcher referred these differences to socialization females learn that their subordination to their husbands and fathers, and thus they are more negative and their less political participation.
Method and Procedures
Methodology of the Study
This study used the descriptive survey because it is the appropriate approach to this phenomenon which relate to human behavior or studying the trends of a society or a group of people .This approach also examines the polls for a group of people by adopting the descriptive survey approach.
The Study Population
The study population consists of Al-Balqa Applied University Students, who are in the academic year 2012/2013. Their total is (32160) male and female students.
The following table shows the distribution of the population of the study in different faculties of the University: The study sample consisted of (1327) students from Al-Balqa' Applied University Students and they have been selected via stratified random sampling as it is shown in the following The researchers used the questionnaire as a the main tool to collect data and information, the questionnaire included (51) items
Reliability of the Tool
To make sure of the reliability of the tool it was presented to a group of arbitrators who are experts in this field . Their remarks were taken into consideration and necessary corrections were done.
Stability Study Tool
To ensure the stability of the tool, internal consistency was calculated by Cronbach's alpha equation, Table below shows these transactions .Resulted ratios considered appropriate for the purposes of this study. To answer this question, arithmetic means and standard deviations of the trends of Al-Balqa' Applied University students about woman's participation in the parliamentary elections has been extracted, as shown in the table below. As shown in Table ( 3) that the arithmetic means ranged between (3.14 -4.05), as in paragraph (15), which reads " Woman better able to understand the status of a woman " in the first place and a means is (4.25), followed in second place paragraph (38), which reads "woman's participation in elections increases her self-confidence," a mean hit (4.17), followed in third place the paragraph (39), which reads "I support the election of a woman with high culture" a mean is (4.14), while paragraph (23), which reads, " Woman supports her political and social rights as being a member of parliament" rank last with means of (3.06). The arithmetic means of the tool as a whole is (3.68).
Second question: Are there significant differences at the level (0.05 = a) in the attitude of Al-Balqa Applied University Students about woman's participation in the parliamentary elections due to gender.?
To answer this question arithmetic means and standard deviations of the trends of Al-Balqa Applied University Students about woman's participation in parliamentary elections has been calculated , according to sex, and to indicate statistical differences between the arithmetic means "T" test was used as the table below shows. The table above indicates statistical differences at the level of (0.05=a) attributed to gender and the differences attributed to females.
Third question: Are there significant differences at the level (0.05 = a) in the attitude of Al-Balqa Applied University students about woman's participation in the parliamentary elections due to educational level.?
To answer this question arithmetic means and standard deviations of the trends of Al-Balqa Applied University students about woman's participation in the parliamentary elections has been calculated due to the variable level of education, as the table below shows. As shown inTable (5) variations ostensibly in arithmetic means and standard deviations of the trends of students of the Al-Balqa Applied University about woman's participation in the parliamentary elections were found because of different variable categories of educational level (first year, second year, third year, fourth year). To indicate the significance statistical differences between the arithmetic means ANOVA is used as table (6) shows. Table 6 above reveals statistical differences at the level of (0.05=a) attributed to the educational level, to illustrate the statistical differences and marital function between arithmetic means comparisons has been used by adopting shiva dimensional manner, as it shows in table 7 fourth year 3.75 -.08 -.10 (*) -.10 * Function at the level of significance (0.05=a) Table 7 indicates the significance statistical differences at the level of (0.05=) are between the second year and the fourth year, and the differences came in favor of the fourth year.
Fourth Question: Are there statistically significant differences at the level (0.05 = a) in trends of the Al-Balqa Applied University Students towards woman's political participation in the parliamentary elections due to the type of college.?
To answer this question arithmetic means and standard deviations have been calculated .Regarding the trends of the Al-Balqa Applied University Students towards woman's political participation in the parliamentary elections depending on the type of college. To indicate the statistical differences between the arithmetic means "T" test, was used as shown in table below Table ( 8) indicates that there is no statistical significant differences at the level (0.05 = a) attributed to college type.
Fifth question: Are there significant differences at the level (0.05 = a) in trends of the Al-Balqa Applied University Students towards woman's participation in the parliamentary elections due to place of residence.?
To answer this question arithmetic means, standard deviations have been calculated .Trends of the Al-Balqa Applied University Students towards woman's participation in parliamentary elections, according to the place of residence, and to indicate statistical differences between the arithmetic means "T" test was used, as the table below shows. Table ( 9) indicates that there is no significant differences at the level (0.05 =a) attributed to the Place of Residence.
Results Discussion
4.1 The discussion of the results relating to the first question: What are the trends of the Al-Balqa Applied University Students towards woman's political participation in the parliamentary elections?
As shown in Table No. (3) The arithmetic means of the trends of the Al-Balqa Applied University Students on all the items of the questionnaire about political participation was (3.68%) that is positive, and the researches attribute this result to social and the cultural change of the Jordanian society, resulting from the high level of education in Jordan and the evolution of the means of communication and openness to the world, which in turn makes a change in students' attitudes towards going out of the previously social conventional style of the Jordanian society, which is subject to the habits of the community and its traditions inherited from the control of clans thoughts and the misunderstanding of religious texts, also the media played a major role in changing people's attitudes about woman's political participation through correction to some religious concepts.
This comes in accordance with the study of Shteiwi and Daghestani, 1994) results of which showed that it is not opposed to woman's political participation.
As for the top-ranked paragraphs in the arithmetical means are as follows respectively:
1) The item that reads a woman better able to understand the status of a woman, researchers attribute for this item to the highest rank of the importance of a woman's role in understanding the status of a woman and man cannot understand the situation of woman as woman can understand woman .Thus students of the Al-Balqa University trends were about the presence of woman as deputy in the parliament because it is able to meet the needs of a woman and also can understand and defend her position.
2) The second item , which reads "woman's participation in elections increases her self-confidence" This item came in second place, perhaps because students' attitudes towards woman's participation in elections gives more confidence in herself, on the contrary, which is prevalent in the Jordanian society since it is masculine culture, and thus woman's participation in elections and success in that enhances a woman's more self-confidence, and out of the patriarchal culture of the community.
3) Ranked third ,item , which reads "I support the election of a woman who has high education and In students' attitudes towards political participation came in the third item , and perhaps researchers attribute this to the importance of culture and the role of a woman as participants in the political programs as the culture for a woman gives her the power of expression and opinion, and the ability to dialogue, and the researchers can refer also to the nature of the change in Jordanian society, as the Jordanian society is well educated, aware and conscious is reflected on the attitudes of the study sample to focus on the importance of education and culture for a woman as a political participants. This result agreed with the study of (Shteiwi and Dagestani, 1994) which indicated a relationship between education and political participation, also agreed with the study (Naqshbandi, 2001) higher education for a woman has increased her political participation. And disagreed with the study (Talitens, 2000) , whose results indicated no significant impact of education in political participation. Perhaps this can be attributed to the different study population that affected the difference with this study. 4) In the fourth paragraph, which reads " Woman is well qualified physically and intellectually for political participation."
Perhaps researchers attribute trends of the Al-Balqa University students for this paragraph came in fourth place, because the woman now has become really qualified in terms of science, culture and knowledge and know her political rights, and her ability to political participation in more than one location, and she has proven to be successful in our Jordanian society in different locations, in the political parties, municipality mayor, frequently a member of parliament. This result agreed with the study of (Shteiwi, Dagestani, 1994 ) that a woman can become a successful politician if given the opportunity and disagreed with the study of (the Tal and Hammad, 2000) which indicated lack of recognition of the productive role of the woman and researchers can attribute this to the difference in the population of the study and it's sample. 4.2 Discussion the results relating to the second question: Are there significant differences in the trends of the Al-Balqa University students about political participation due to gender.?
As seen from the results referred to in table (4). There are significant differences in sex attributed in favor of females. Researchers assumed that it could be due to the fact that females are more sympathetic to their sex affection, and the trends of females with the participation of the woman in political life, contributing to enhance their self-confidence, and also because they are better able to understand their situation than men. This finding contradicted the study of (Azam, 1991) There are no differences of race and probably attributed to different society and the study sample, where Azzam's sample was of the Jordanian society in general while this study sample was of Al-BalqaUniversity students. 4.3 Discussion the results on the third question: Are there significant differences in the trends of the Al-Balqa University Students about the political participation of a woman is attributable to the scientific level.?
The results referred to in the tables (5, 6, 7) to the presence of significant statistical differences in scientific level attributable to the benefit of students of the fourth year.
Perhaps researchers attribute to the fact that fourth-year students are more aware and able to objectively determine their attitudes, as they are more mature and the ability to think critically of first-year students and the second year and third year. 4.4 Discussion results for the fourth question: Are there significant differences in the trends of the Al-Balqa University Students about the political participation of the woman is attributable to the type of college.?
Adopt the results referred to in the Table (8) and the absence of significant statistical differences attributed to the type of college, and possibly due to the common cultural pattern of the Al-Balqa University students as they are the sons of one community having the same joint value system, and have the same customs and traditions as they are the sons of a patriarchal society (paternal) who they can not get out of the ideas of this community in spite of the type of their scientific or humanitarian specialties. 4.5 Discuss the results of the fifth question: Are there significant statistical differences in the trends of the Al-Balqa Applied University students about the woman's political participation attributed to the place of residence.?
Seen from the results referred to in the Table (9) lack of statistically significant differences attributable to the place of residence between the countryside or the city. researchers can attribute to the nature of homogeneity of Jordanian society, as the Jordanian society have a common culture, and there is no social, intellectual or class differences, also researchers can attribute this to the spread of the means of communication and the media as they approached between the sons of the same society and eliminated all of the differences between the countryside and the city and therefore there are no statistically significant differences between the countryside and the city. This result differed with (study Azam, 1991) , which results indicated that those who live in big cities are more likely for political participation, can be attributed to the difference in the society of the study, from this study. Also conflicted with the study (Tiltns, 2000) which indicated that the votes in the provinces are more than in Amman, also could be due to differences in the study population.
Recommendations
According to the study's results the following recommendations are put forward:
Conduct further studies to include more sectors of Jordan in order to generalize the results. In addition, women issues are under studied by domestic and foreign researchers ,except UN reports, consequently more women studies are needed in Jordan.
Recommendations:
1) To activate the role of the woman in political participation through the media.
2) To work on activating the role of civil society organizations in political participation.
3) To work on changing society's perception for a woman through the change of culture related views in the community.
4)
To encourage woman to take part in political participation through the family, the clan and the university institutions.
5)
To highlight the woman's role in the development of society through the curriculum, university seminars, and through integration in to the students activities. 6) To work on strengthening partisan life in Jordan and open the way for the woman to participate more in the political process. 7) That the government allocates a fixed quota seats in the House of Representatives for a woman.
